Disability Studies is an academic discipline which focuses on the meaning, nature and consequences of disability. The term is used to refer to individual functioning including physical impairment, sensory impairment, cognitive impairment, intellectual impairment, mental illness and various types of chronic diseases. This paper focuses on blindness as not simply a deficit rather a gifted intellect and someone with great insight in Raymond Carver"s "Cathedral". In this short story, the character Robert"s blindness has given the narrator an access to beauty and meaning that he has never known before. The narrator has his own stereotypic image of the blind people only from the movies and he had no real life encounters which all through his life made him feel that they have their own stereotypes. He ultimately expands his own perception by inhabiting Robert"s perspective where he finds something more meaningful and deeper within his own self. The verbal description of the narrator fails to portray the Cathedral to Robert whereas the view of the blind Robert opens the eyes of the narrator. It is the perceptual failings of the narrator that make him unable to understand other people"s feelings and fails to find meaning or joy in his life. It is through the blind man he attains Epiphany, which is not just about attaining insight but a divine realization. Literal blindness is far more less than the emotional blindness and thus this paper flashes that blindness is in the eyes and not in the mind.
Think India (Quarterly Journal) ISSN: 0971-1260Vol-22, Special Issue-05 people who are found to be disabled are denied from various social rights and are not given equal opportunities due to their physical impairment and environmental barriers. The disability study gives an eye-opening to the readers about the differently abled and the people who are discriminated for their physical problem. "Disability is a matter of perception. If you can do just one thing well, you're needed by someone." -Martina Navratilova.
Raymond Carver is an American short story writer and a poet. His realistic writing of the poor working class depicts his own life. He became interested in writing career after taking a creative writing course in Chico State College. His short stories began to appear in Toyon magazine while he studied at Humboldt State College. Carver"s first success as a story writer came in 1967 with the publication of his short story "Will You Please be quiet, Please?" (1976) .This collection of short stories was nominated for the National literary Award. His other short story collections are "What We Talk About When We Talk About Love" (1981), "Cathedral" (1984), "Where I"m Calling From" (1988) . Carver is also an accomplished poet in the tradition of Robert Frost. His poetry collections include "At Night the Salmon Move" (1976), "Where Water Comes Together with Other water" (1985) .His short stories gives the realistic life and the problems of the poor people in Pacific North West.
The sudden revelation or the Divine Epiphany is the common element seen in Carver"s work.
The following lines are from Gunter Leypoldt's "Raymond Carver"s "Epiphanic Momens'":
In Carver"s most experimental work, which can be said to be a quasirepresentationalist variant of a pronounced anti-realism, the protagonist"s epiphanic vision emerges as a sudden climax at a point when the reader expects the loose narrative threads to be synthesized into at least partial closure; yet it typically remains an anti-climax, for it leaves the plot so un resolved that the text almost appears to mock the very notion of anagnorisis (535).
"Cathedral" (1984) is a Pulitzer Prize winning short story which is a collection perceived as his best. The story is a first person narrative which begins with a blind man named Robert, friend of the narrator"s wife has planned to visit them. The narrator is unhappy about the visit of Robert. He has his own stereotypical thoughts about the blind people that he has witnessed in the movies. He then flashes back to the story of how his wife Think India (Quarterly Journal) ISSN: 0971-1260Vol-22, Special had met the blind man when she had worked for him as a reader. On the final day, the man had asked her if he can touch her face. The touch of his fingers on her face is a pivotal moment in her life, something the narrator does not understand.
The narrator"s wife maintained contact with the blind man for ten years through tape and he has just lost his wife and will be travelling to Connecticut to visit his wife"s family.
Along the way, he is going to spend the night at the home of the narrator. His wife tells the narrator about Robert's wife, Beulah and the narrator further denigrates the blind man by considering how dreadful it must have been for Beulah not to have been seen by the man she loved. When Robert arrives, the narrator observes the activities of Robert and his wife but only occasionally joins them in their conversation. The narrator"s wife falls asleep and the narrator is left with Robert and the television. The narrator attempts to describe what he sees on the television. However, when a cathedral appears in a documentary, the narrator is unable to find words to describe it. Robert asks the narrator to get some paper and a pen so that they can draw a cathedral together. The narrator does as he is asked .The drawing goes on and on. The narrator fails to perceive things beyond the surface. He believes that the physical vision is the one which gives him the real meaning of life. He thinks himself to be superior to Robert because he has the gift of vision which Robert is deprived of. But this self-esteem ruined his whole behavior where he even mistakes the true friendship of his wife and Robert.
He is blind folded to the real vision of life. He is incapable of knowing the true vision because he had buried himself in his own stereotypical thought. He gives importance to looking at things which is just a physical vision and fails to see things from his insight which needs a deeper level of cognizance.
The narrator"s perception about the visually impaired Robert shows his inability to understand other people"s feelings and to find meaning in his own life. He says, "My idea of blindness came from the movies. In the movies, the blind moved slowly and never laughed.
